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“Ninety percent of my
social life is due to work,” says
designer Lapo Elkann,

whose cropped haircut and nazty attire seem to pepper webdaites
and magazrines—as well as his whirlwind Instagram feed—24,7
=1 like secing exhibitions, artises, galleries, and designers, but
I couldn't give adamn about being social”™ Ir's not as ifthe scion of
|H=_\"§- sparsed .A,gn-.-“ 1¢lam has mauch free time In addition to creat
ing sporty apparel and eyewear for his Italia Independent brand,
Elkann distribures movies with his Almmaker sister, Ginevra, and
consults on Ferrar Tailor Made, acustom division of Fiat Chrysler
(the automaotive giant’s roots can be traced to his great-great-
mlﬂr:iﬂwr Gaovanni .-".,p_13¢|]i.. who cofounded Fiat in 15690, Elkann
also recently lannched a made-to-measure capsule callection with
Gueed. =1 like to play, but Twork my ass off™ he savs, sddressing his
Brugsels-soday-Miami-tomorrow schedule, *When vou build new
companies, vou need to be on the front line”

But Elkann does slow down occasionall v. Henoe hiz most
persanal project to date: his duplex penthouse overlooking a
centurics-old squane in Milan, When he aoquired the 3,100-square-
foat space, which is in 4 severe postwar palazza, a bit over a year
ago, & primary objective was to banish the apartment’s darkness,
=1t had o be [r:u.'h'd with tigjﬁ." Elkann SAVE ONEr A breakfast of
persimmons, brioches, and coffee on his termce, where an Italia
Independent flag flutters when he is at home, snapping amid
potted kumguat and lemon trees.

Warking with Milanese architect MNatalia Bianchi, a friend, the
sun-loving Elkann added floor-to-ceiling windows and moved
walls to simplify the penthowse’s formal layout. “Lapo had 3 hand
in every decision,” says Bianchi, noting that he deliberated over
materials and hues for weeks, an attention to detail that impressed
the job's army of artisans, The sky framed by the new windows is
amplified indoors in multiple shades of blue, from Tiffany to Yves
Klein. “Blue is my signature color” says Elkann, an avid sailor.
don't really Bke houses, so this place has been designed to resemble
a boar and evoke the soean” Audacious rigeag-pattern floors and
striped pantry walls follow chromatic suit, as does crockery mono-
gramened with his nickname, Laps.

Elkann's enthusiasms drive EREEY ASPECt afthe decor. A cater-
pillarish Ueli Berger sofa, one of his favorite pieces, undulates
against a living room wall ¢lad in bamboo-forest vallpaper he had
custom printed in varying blues. His adoration of architect Ettore
Sonsass’s geuvre i3 evident in everything from a commode thae
containg dozens of Ialia I:1-:|¢pm:1!¢nt.-1u:|||;]m¢s 10 0 Eeomeiric
totem beside a terrace door, while Ed Ruscha aquatings of automo-
bile insignias mingle with funky Gino Sarfatti lamps.

Bookshelves hold volumes about cars, design, history, and politics
as well as nowels by Elkann's father, Ttalian intelbectual Alain Elkann,
Industrial designer Carlo Borromes, a close friend, conjured the liv-
ing rooen’s cockadl teble and topped it with analuminum appliquéin

the shape of Sicily, an insider reference to Elkann's love for Southemn
Iealy: The spiral staircase in his cavernous two-leve] closet is com-
posed of dark and light mahogany, a combination inspired by classic
Riva Adquarama boars, and the specially made crablike chandelier
installed above it was sparked, Elkann says, by “something I made
with the exhaust pipes of cars.” He also worked Itnlia Independent's
oo onto variows chairs, That detail started out as a bitof a joke, he
adds, “but it looks extremely good and is very discrect”

Elann's high-enenzy reoms are a far ory from the gracious Agnelli
estate near Turin—maintainod by his maternal grand mother, Manella
Agnelli, a Neapolitan princess turned international quecn of style—
but thats the point. “AMy houses ane my houses, and I don't want
them to be the howses of my family™ he says “Not becawse T want to
be different but because [ want to be me=™ Among his previous foot-
halds were 3 Paris pad with a “very naughty” decor and a Manhattan
flat occupied az a time in his life when “I didn’t bove myself enough
o make it coborful and creative.” He calls the Milan duplex his first
grown-up home. “It's a step into 2 man's world” he remarks, “But
I've been cancful not to bese my childlike sparit”

Or neglect his heritage. A self-described “French Turinese
Meapolitan Catholic Jew born in New York,” Elkann is ferociously
pro-Italian when it comes to buying art. “At the moment, I'm col-
lecting works by Michelangelo Pistoletto, and I'm longing for an
Agostine Bonalumi painting™ he says, 1 like niy country and its
ereativity—we still have a bot to show the world”

That zaid, the designer displays certain affinities for Stateside
style, “1 admire the comfort that Americans bring to their rooms”
explains Elkann, “Formality is a waste of time and not part of my
life” Edgy materials inventively wsed, however, are one of his con-
stants. His desk is made of resin-coated Abutex, an ahsmimam-glass
fiber, and Bianchi upholstered the screening room’s walls with
recycled black Kevlar zails from Stealch, the supervacht that
belonged to Elkann's grandfather Gianni Agnelli; Ferrari-vellow pip-
ing relieves the Eabrics Srvglan hoe. “Caolor 5 2 job, its not fivelous”
Elleann notes. “Putting the right color on a palr of glasses or on acar
mades all the difference”

He swiftly admits, though, that his aesthetic savy does not
extend to horticulture, "even though my grandmother has such an
expertiie and took me to some of the most beautiful gardens one
could vigit” S0 Milan-based landscape designer Stefano Baccari
carme to the rescue when it was time to plant the large L-shaped
terraoe, cultivating a nus in urbe—fruit trees, meandering roses, and
pots brimming with ferns, chermy tomatoes, rosemary, and basil—
that echoes the fabled Jardin Majorelle in Marrakech, where his
famously saignée nonna typically winters,

“When I wake up here, sce all this green,” Elkann says, happily,
of the apartment’s beafy views, “I'm really proud of everything” he
adds, "Even the kitchen, Not because I coak well but because of the
atmoiphere, One day 1 hope to be married, and it would be nice if
iy wifee and I can be playful like this in doing our own house " o
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The dining room s1a0s a painting by Andy Warhel
ard Joan-Michel Bascuiat: model Forrars are
displnyed on Ehe CUSTom:mad abony-and-stool
table, and the HQIag-pattern floor=ag in

tha Bdjsining Indng reom—was hard-painted.
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Above: The Bving room's Usll Berger sofa,  Charpin floor lamp at far left ks from Bolowy In the $2me 5pace, & Blakr Thurman
Eeubnls-ihads Moo lamns, and metsl Galerks Hneo; Andy Warkol thsen it wisrk 1 maunted above & daybed
armehalrs g6e feoen Galerie Yees Sastou, hang on handmade walipapsr by Arg accanted with pilows in & L Manach fab.
while the custem-made cockial table Color, and the thde tabls i a Memphls i Playmnobll mads th Lirge Dy Solia,

i# by Carla Barrames, The giant Pierre prototype by Alessandag Mandinl, and the thta-4-180a I3 by Vierngr Panton.




= is a galiery of nusdes iy |
1o tland, § 4 ¥ Wiryne Maser, Helmat N
outfitted 3 ‘ L0 Ronis. Bafow: Elk
findgh: modked Ferrars parade dhesigrer Shel
the Top of the cabinets. The guest bath




Thsi master Bath foaturod Lrgs works By poenrai of ERARA, masga Lo, and
Damien Miret (left) and Omeds F el Boats, Oppoaite: A master bed
niv's vanst closet i the tub ks a 5 - veall i spanngd by an Orsola

conceined for Bertrand. Below: chioed Wirvinr 440
aph at far right is lirue thae BCresening room, whens & tufted-
mon de Pury. vilvet lowngs joing Frandesoo CAmorzniy




